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Abstract

The European - Mediterranean Partnership
Jordan : A Case Study

Prepared by : Taher Fadhel Al - Ushran
Supervised by : Dr. Mohammad Kheir Mustapha

This study discusses the European - Mediterrean Partnership during
the period ( 1990 - 1999) aiming at specifying the effects of this partnership
on the Political Stability and economic situation of the countries concemed
so as to bridge the economic gap between the European Union and the
countries of the Middle East . This can be achieved through the

exploitation of the Theory of Interdependence as this theory takes into

account the analysis of more than one varriable when studying any issue

under discussion while concentrating on the economic dimensions.

Studying the developments which have taken place in the European-
Mediterranean arena, we arrive at all the external factors affecting the
launching of the project ; namely: the economic, political and demograhic

characteristics of countries to the south and the east of the Mediterranean.

These three variables formed the general frame which the partnership

Project wanted to address.

The analysis of the New world order and the role of the European
Union in the region has proved that the European Policies concerning the

Middle East are affected by a number of external factors which play a
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decisive role in the formation of the European - Mediterranean relations;

for instance; the competition among the capitalist countries, the

developments in the concept of military power, and the increasing

importance of the economic power through the unlimited growth of the

complex phenomenon of Interdependence.

The European - Mediterranean relations in general and the economic
relations in particularl are still unbalanced for the benefit of the European -
Union has not the European Mediterranean partnership project changed
the form of the relation; but it is also possible that the situation will become
even worse as a result of t he way the European Union has so far dealt with
countries of the Mediterranean. Besides, even the nature of cooperation, its

content and the conditions set are still controversial.

The case study shows that the patnership project increases political
instability in t he Middle East becouse of the different method being used
by the European Union when dealing with the issues that negatively effect

instability, such as Islamic extremism , terrorism and the Israelj occupation

of Arab lands.

Finally, regardless of the before_: mentioned information, the
partnership project is an opportunity to enhance the European-
Mediterrean cooperation through improving the economies of the region,
but this depends to a great extent on the European response to the
requirements of development and modernization in the region . To
guzrtrrantee the success of this partnership the European Union ought to
reduce its conditions ; especially, those governing agricultural products.
Moreover, it sﬁould play an active role in supporting the peace process in a

tangilble manner . Arab countries must increase their bilateral and regional
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cooperation ; they ought to work collectively to maximise their gains from
this partnership since the coming phase i3 characterized by fierce

competition under the open and free economy and international economic

blocks.
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